
We have long awaited the news of gathering to pray in the church together as a Parish Family and we are pleased to 
announce that public Liturgies will resume on Sunday, May 31, 2020 at 11:30 AM. Beginning that day, Liturgies at St. 
Rafka Church will be celebrated on Sundays at 11:30 AM and Wednesdays at 7:00 PM. 
 
This has certainly been a challenging time for all of us, and while we are excited to pray together again, we must do so in 
a way that helps to facilitate a healthy environment for all who are in attendance. 
 
Please note that, for the time being, it is recommended that the elderly and those with compromised immune systems 
stay at home. Additionally, if you feel sick or have been exposed to someone who has Coronavirus symptoms such as 
fever, cough, or shortness of breath, please stay at home.  Remember that dispensation from the Sunday obligation is 
granted to all through Sunday, September 6, 2020. We will continue to live stream Liturgies online for those who prefer 
to pray at home. 
 
According to the guidelines issued by Bishop A. Elias Zaidan and Archbishop Allen Vigneron of the Archdiocese of 
Detroit, members of the St. Rafka Church Parish and Stewardship Councils met with Fr. Hanna Tayar to develop the 
following guidelines for St. Rafka Church: 
 

• Enter only through the main, wood doors of the church. 

• We will have hand sanitizer at the entrance to be used when you arrive. The faithful may bring their own 
supplies of hand sanitizer to use before Holy Communion. Holy Water and Baptismal Fonts will remain empty. 

• The church will be disinfected after every Liturgy. 

• Everyone must wear a mask/cover on their faces. Please bring your own mask or face covering and ensure that 
both the nose and mouth remain covered for the entire time you are in the church. Masks are mandatory for 
everyone over the age of two. 

• Receiving Holy Communion on the tongue could cause concern for some parishioners following behind, 
therefore, Communion will be placed on your hands only and will not be given by mouth. Masks may be 
removed momentarily to receive Holy Communion. The priests will be wearing masks during distribution of Holy 
Communion. 

• If you choose to wear gloves, they must be removed to receive Holy Communion.  

• Gloves are only required when lighting devotional candles to avoid touching the same lighter repeatedly. Please 
use the gloves provided, light your candle, and then dispose of the gloves in the receptacle nearby. 

• In order to maintain a 6 foot social distance, every other pew will be blocked, and chairs will be placed at the 
same distance in the church hall. Those living in the same household may sit together without distancing. 
Maintain social distancing while in line for Communion by using the markers on the floor as a guide. 

• The greeting of peace, shaking of hands, and acknowledging each other before and after Mass is still suspended.  

• To avoid large numbers of parishioners leaving at the same time, parishioners should depart one pew at a time 
and exit through the silver doors in the hall. Please follow the direction of the ushers.  We will dismiss people 
beginning with the back rows closest to the silver doors to minimize unnecessary contact. 

• There will be no coffee/donuts for the time being. Please also refrain from congregating in the parking lot before 
or after Mass services as a precautionary measure and to align with the Archdiocese of Detroit guidelines. 

• There will be no Sunday School or other parish activities until further notice. 

• If more seating is needed, additional Mass times will be added. 

• We are asking for volunteers to serve as ushers to maintain a healthy prayer environment.  If you are willing 
to serve in this capacity, please contact the church office. 

 
Doors will open 30 minutes prior to Liturgy times and ushers will seat parishioners as they arrive. Please follow their 
direction in a respectful manner. This procedure is new to all of us and will be cumbersome at times so we ask for your 
continued patience. Let us be people of prayer who have gathered to allow our Lord to unite with our hearts in the 
Eucharist, and may the Lord grant us the grace to be kind and respectful of each other. 
 
May Almighty God bless you all and keep you healthy and safe. 


